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‘Our Home, our Country, and our Brother Man.’ 


CULTURE OF THE BERBERRY—DOES IT 
CAUSE BLIGHT IN GRAIN? 


There is a very pretty shrub found on the | 
sea const of New England, from Maine to | 
New York, and how much further South we 
know not, called the ‘“‘barberry bush,” or 


berberry, (Berberis Vulgaris.) It grows by 


the way-side, in neglected spots, sometimes 


settling, as a Yankee would say, in the cleft | — such as hay, or potatoes, &c. 


of some rock, where there is hardly soil 


economy. 


be procured, the disease may be arrested in a 
few hours.” 


We should like to know the true name of 
|his “horse weed.” ‘The manner in which 
this disease acts (for we consider it a disease, 

though perhaps a worse one would ensue if 

| the slobbers did not) is not known. We do 
not know whether any dissections were ever 
made of a horse that was killed or died while 
the slobbers were upon it. If any of our 
\subscribers or readers have ever made any 
|examinations of the kind, we have quite a 
curiosity to learn the results. 


| 


DEPENDING ON A SINGLE CROP. 

Some farmers whom we know, advocate 
the idea of dividing the labor of farming iv 
such a way that but one kind of produce 
should be raised on a farm or section of farms 
This is bad 
It may be right and proper for 


enough for its roots to gain a foot-hold, where ‘every farmer to consider the capacity of his 


it gains a scanty living and grows scrubby | farm—what it is best fitted for, and make that 


and stinted, holding on to life like a martyr. 


| 
| 
| 


a leading object. But to depend upon a sin- 


And then again you will find it taking posses- gle article of produce is not the best economy. 
sion of some richer spot of earth, where, if | This is done on many plantations of the 


it be not rooted up by the farmer, it stretches 
| 


South, where attention is turned wholly to 


away, till it gets thrifty and puts out its blos- (cotton alone, or sugar or tobacco alone; but 


soms, and becomes loaded with an oblong, | 
beautiful red, acid berry, that makes excellent 
preserves, if picked and submitted to the | 
skill of some good housewife. It is not often | 


, » oat | ‘ 
found, say fifty miles from the sea-board, and gle article of potatoes, and how h 


yet it will grow well in the interior of our | 
State, if it be cultivated. We had some | 
growing once, but they caused our neighbors | 
some trouble, on account of an ill-founded | 
prejudice there is against them. Mr. J.S. Saf- 
ford, of Monmouth, informed us, the other 
day, that he had some of these shrubs that 
he cultivated, and they had produced fruit 
abundantly, but that the same prejudice ex- | 
ists in his neighborhood, viz: that they caused | 
rust and blight in grain. 
A little research 


| 
| 


It is no such thing. 
convince any 
man that this notion is wholly unfounded, and 


will candid 


that it is vo more the cause of blight in grain, | 
than a rose bush is. This whim probably 
arose from the fact that the twigs of the ber- 


berry are often covered with a sort of rust or 


fungus, somewhat similar in appearance to 
the rust on grain. But, if an examination | 
were made by the microscope, it would be 
seen at once that they are totally different in 
their forms and characteristics. 

Mr. Downing, in the last number of the | 
Horticulturist, has some remarks on this sub- | 
ject, from which we extract the following, 
being very glad to have so good authority to 
combat this unfounded prejudice. 

“There is a popular belief, in some parts of 
New England, that the berberry is the cause 
of a peculiar blight, not unfrequently found 
in grain fields in its neighborhood. Natural- 
ists, who have investigated this subject, have 
sntisfied themselves that there is no founda- | 
tion for this belief, as the grain blight is an 
entirely distinct species of fungus from that 
which grows upon the berberry.” 

He also adds—‘the berberry bush makes 
a good hedge, and we would suggest to our 
New England farmers to plant it along the 
road-sides and trim it in hedge form, instead 
of rooting it out as an enemy to profitable 
agriculture. There are few native shrubs 
more ornamental than the berberry, when at 
the season of the year it is laden with its nu- 
merous clusters of bright red berries; and it 
grows with ease on the poorest soils. On the 
estate of Horace Gray, Esq., at Nonantum 
Hill, near Boston, there is a berberry hedge 
which has been properly trimmed for three or 
four years, and is now a capital living fence.” 

Mr. D. also quotes from a French writer, 
Mr. Pepin, who corroborates the fact that the 
shrub does not cause mildew or blight in 
grain. He observes that the fungus, which 
we often see on the berberry, cannot be made 
to live on grain. M. Seguier has on his farm 
a field of grain surrounded by a hedge of ber- 
berry six hundred feet in length, and the grain 
of this field was never affected by mildew 
during the fourteen years that the hedge re- 
mained, 

The Royal School of Alfort, instituted 
some experiments to test this question, which 
resulted in the proof that grain surrounding 
this shrub was not more affected with blight 
than fields that were situated a great distance 
from it. 

We have often seen grain of every deserip- 
tion growing around and near this berberry, 
and could discover no difference in this re- 
spect from grain that grew many miles from 
such shrubs; and we would recommend to 
those who wish to cultivate this beautiful 
shrub, either for ornament or its fruit, or 
both, todo it without any fear of injuring 
their own or their neighbor’s grain thereby. 














SLOBBERS IN HORSES. 

We mentioned, a few months ago, our be- 
lief that the slobbers in horses was caused by 
feeding on white clover, and adduced asa 
proof that we had a horse, in which, when 
put in a field that had white clover in it, the 
slobbers would be brought on in half a day, 
but if putin a field where there was no clo- 
ver, the slobbers did not appear. tn the last 
number of the Genesee Farmer we find a 
communication from J. Scott, of Bourbon 
county, in Kentucky, who attributes the slob- 
bers to the second crop of clover, either 
white or red. He says horses that feed ex- 
clusively on timothy or blue grass, (the blue 
grass is our spear or spire grass,) never slob- 
ber in his section. =~ 

He also adds: “I have ascertained the 
horse weed to be a certain preventive; and if 
horses can get it, they will be cured in a few 
hours. ‘The horse weed, as we call it, (not 
knowing its botanical name) grows very 
abundantly in grain fields, but ig soon exter- 
minated in pastures by all kinds of animals— 
and in its absence soon follows, 


But if a sufficient quantity of this weed can 


if the statements of the most judicious ob- 


servers among them can be relied upon, it is 


not the most profitable mode of management. 

Ireland has depended for years on the sin- 
as she 
fared at last? One of the most unprecedent- 
ed famines of modern days was the result. 
A writer, over the signature of “Reviewer,” 
in the November number of the American 
Agriculturist, says that a friend of his left 
New England, where he had been accustomed 
to raise every thing, and settled on a large 
plantation of the westesn prairie land. He 
writes him, “I am ruined. I have spent 
every thing I had, and am in debt besides, in 
putting in four hundred acres of wheat upon 
this rich, tempting prairie soil, and it is all 
winter killed. I did not intend to put in any 
spring crop, having previously determined to 
devote all my attention to wheat; and now I 
cannot, for I have no means. Well, I have 
learned a good lesson—never to rely upon 
aby one crop.” 

We think those among us who are getting 
into the one crop system, would be wise to 
profit by the experience of others in this 


| thing. 


[For the Maine Farmer.} 


APPLES, 

Mr. Hormes—I am so much impressed 
with the belief that choice apples may be 
made one of the greatest exports from the 
State of Maine, and especially from the 
counties of Kennebec, Oxford, and part of 
Somerset, within the next twenty years, that 
[ am inclined to offer a few facts and thoughts 
on the subject of apple culture. I take it to 
be a fact that an apple cannot be killed with 
the frost until there is an apple beginning to 
form. Our ponds and streams, while the ice 
is thawing and the water not being warm, 
keep the apple tree buds back, until there is 
little or no danger of frosts injuring the apple. 
I have been in this county fifty-nine years, 
and I do not think I have ever known an ap- 
ple killed with the frost in the spring. Long 
continued easterly and northerly winds, I 
have known to destroy the apple. We have 
as good soil for raising the apple tree as could 
be wished, and a climate just long enough to 
perfect the fruit, and no more warmth than is 
needed for that purpose, so that the same 
kind of fruit will keep longer, if well taken 
care of, raised here, than that raised much 
farther South. ‘The most of our orchards are 
of trees that were raised in the nursery, in 
very rich places, set into rich land, or made 
so, and kept tilled much of the time, to make 
them bear fruit as soon as possible. In con- 
sequence of that mode of culture, as I think, 
our trees are said to be much shorter lived 
here than further South. As to the sale of 
apples, if Elibu Burritt is to be believed, they 
are the best article to be shipped to England. 
According to the report from the Patent Of- 
fice, Mr. Pell, of Ulster county, New York, 
sells the Newtown Pippin at six dollars per 
barrel in New York city, and nine dollars in 
England. When American apples and Eng- 
lish are both sold in the first shops in Lon- 
don, the American uniforinly sells for double 
the price of the English. It has been said 
that Mr. Pell has received twenty thousand 
dollars in one year for his apples. We need 
not go to New York for facts to shew the 
profits of the sale of choice apples. The 
Pullen orchard, in the northeast corner of 
Monmouth, now owned by Hon. S. P. Ben- 
860 and Mr. Sanford, as | am told, has pro- 
duced so many apples this year that they have 
already been sold for about one thousand dol- 
lars, more or less, | shall content myself, in 
this communicaion, by saying that I believe 
that no apple whicw has not originated in, and 
is nota native of New England, has ever 
prospered for a great length of time in New 
England, and that is to be dsubted whether 
there has not been as good apples discovered 
in New England aos any part of the known 
world, and whether we might not safely chal- 
lenge the world to produce better varietics 
than we can. 

The best mode of raising apple trees I shall 
postpone for another communication. 


Exisan Woop. 
Winthrop, Oct. 24, 1847. 


Norr. In regard to the successful cultiva- 
tion of apples not natives of New England, 
there cannot be a doubt that our best apples 
are natives of our soil—that we have origi- 
pum ig Le pr Se ag as ean be found in the 
world, and that there are a many varie- 
ties yet to be brought Pact. well worthy 
the attention and cultivation of eur orchard- 
ists. Nevertheless there are many exceptions 
to the rule. ‘The Ribstone Pippin, which 
originated near Ribstone Hall, in England, 
about eighty years ago, flourishes well in 
Maine. ‘The English Golden Russet, and 
several others, do well among us. (Ep. 











SALTPETRE. 


This substance is a compound of nitric 
acid with potash, (nitrate of potash.) Of 
|late years, potash has come into extensive 

use in manuring lands in grass, and is, for 
that purpose, highly valuable. We have 
| frequently applied saltpetre around fruit trees, 
/and its operation has always been most sal- 
jutary. We have never made any experi- 
| ments with it on grass or grain lands, which 
jcould he considered as otherwise than suc- | 
|ecessful, although from circumstances not ne- 
| cessary to be specifically detailed here, our 
| efforts in testing its value as an application to 
field crops have been on rather a limited 
'scale, and conducted with less minuteness 
| than to us appears necessary in order to form 
/a correct estimate of its worth, We have 
often placed in our corn bills, at planting, the 
/mould taken from beneath our out-buildings, 
and have ever found the application attended 
with the most gratifying results. When the 
great China ‘Tree Corn Humbug was at the 
height of its popularity, we planted seventy 
“hills, in which this species of manure was 
alone used; the corn grew remarkably strong, 
eared well, but failed to mature a kernel. A 
few bills immediately contiguous, of the same 
_kind of corn, were manured with old, well 
decomposed stable dung, of which two large 
shovelsfull were allowed to each hill, but the 
corn, although it started early and grew well 
|fora time, was far less vigorous than the 
first; it formed ears but there was no cob, and 
consequently no corn, It is well known that 
the soil under barns and all other buildings 
becomes, in a few years, strongly impregnated 
with nifre; and this is especially the ease 
with soils under “tie-ups” and places where 
it receives the stale or urine from the floors 
above. If soil thus cireumstanced be permit- 
ted to remain undisturbed for several years, 
and then be shovelled out and exposed to the 
atmosphere for a short time, its surface will 
be found completely incrusted with nitre, like 
a white frost. In this condition, it is probably 
somewhat too powerfully impregnated with 
the salt to be used successfully for ordinary 
and should be used 
Saltpetre, or nitre, is also 
frequently used as a steep for seed corn, for 
which purpose it is deemed highly valuable. 
In attestation of this fact we have the cor- 
roboration of our own somewhat extended 
experience, as well as the statements of hun- 
dreds, all of whom speak of it for this pur- 
pose in terms of unqualified approbation. 
|The following, eut from the Wartertown 
Standard, is, however, all that we can find 
| space for at present. 


i 
} 
} 
| 
| 





|agricultural purposes, 


with great care, 


“IMPORTANT TO FARMERS. Hart Musscy,| 
Esq., of this village, took a small portion of 
the seed corn with which he planted a field, 
and soaked it ina solution of saltpetre, (ni- | 
tre,) and planted five rows with the seed thus 
prepared. Now for the result. The five | 
rows planted with the corn prepared with 
saltpetre, yielded more than twenty-five rows 
planted without any preparation. The five 
rows were untouched by the worms, while 
the remainder of the field suffered severely 
by their depredations. We should judge 
that not one kernel, saturated with saltpetre, 
was touched, whilst almost every hill, in the 
adjoining row, suffered severely. No one 
who will examine the field will doubt the effi- 
cacy of the preparation. He wil! be aston- 
ished at the striking difference between the 
five rows and the remainder of the field.” 

Mr. M. furthermore states that he tried the 
efficacy of nitre on one of his apple trees last 
spring. ‘It is now,” says he, ‘a fine healthy 
tree, about twenty-five or thirty years old, 
and is in fine condition and full of young 
fruit.” 

We hope the real value of nitre will soon 
be fully understood by our farmers, and as it 
is a cheap article and easily obtained in most 
localities, we see no reason why its true char- 
acter should not be ascertained, experiment- 
ally, by all. w. 





[For the Maine Farmer.} 


BORROWING AND LENDING. 


Mr. Evrrorn—As you have devoted your 
“time and talents” to the promotion of agri- 
cultural science, you will probably regard, as 
of some importance, whatever may concern 
the successful practice of farming. Connected, 
in some degree, with this, is a subject upon 
which some of my neighbors, as well as my- 
self, would like to have your views. I mean 
the practice of some persons, who call them- 
selves farmers, of living by borrowing. Such 
there are, in certain neighborhoods. These 
men do not seetn to think it necessary to own 
agricultural implements, at least scarcely any 
fit for use. ‘To supply the deficiency they 
depend upon others. Possibly such a one 
may have an axe, seythe, one or two old 
broken chains, and something bearing a re- 
semblance to an ox-cart. Rather than buy 
certain necessary things or (were it possible) 
have the old ones repaired, they continue 
plodding on in their old beaten track. Some 
of these, no doubt, have worn to powder 
more than one side of the stoutest ox-hide, in 
running from one neighbor to another to bor- 
row. Add to this the loss of time, and inter- 
ruption of business. Even men who cannot 
plead poverty as their excuse, have always 
gone along in this way. Such persons have 
no right to call themselves farmers. Does 
the bare owning of so much soil entitle one 
to the appellation? Suppose you see a “sign,” 
importing that shoes and boots are made 
there, and you go in, and bespeak a pair of 
either, would you not be surprised on being 
told that if you would furnish all the neces- 
sary tools, the work should be done? Yet 
this would be no more absurd than the other 
instance. Some of our best farmers com- 
plain of the almost intolerable vexations they 
have endured from these perpetual borrowers, 
Such will go half or even a whole mile, to 
borrow the smallest tool they need in mend- 
ing an old rake; but the worst of it is they 
never think to return the borrowed articles. 
Though in the greatest hurry, you must often 
quit all and run to Mr. Suchaone’s for the 
things you want, and then, after a 
long search, it is found broken or greatly in- 








jured, or it may be, lent to some other person. 
As to damage, they never offer to pay any, 
even if the article lent is lost or destroyed, 
but always contrive to excuse themselves by 
casting the blame on the boy, or some one 
else, rather than own the truth and offer to 
make the lender suitable satisfaction. ‘The 
real farmer resolves to have tools of his own. 
If he cannot at first afford to purchase a full 
supply, he will make a beginning—make such 
as he can, and buy the most necessary; he 
will depend as little as possible on borrowing. 
If obliged (as all sometimes may be) to bor- 
row, let him punctually return the thing lent, 
and if injured, mutilated, or destroyed, im- 
mediately offer a fair compensation for the 
damage. ‘To such a person all would and 
ought to be willing to lend, and often, per- 
haps, would accept of nothing for the acci- 
dental injury sustained. But when a man 
has incurred the expense of buying, for bis 
own use and benefit, necessary tools, &e., it 
would seem that he ought to have them on 
his own premises some part of the time.— 
When just commencing a piece of work, 
to be obliged to stop all bands, and run to one 
of these drones, for what may happen to be 
wanting, and, perhaps, be detained a long 
time in hunting after it, is vexatious in the 
extreme, and scarcely endurable. But for 
such fellows bostingly to style themselves 
“good neighbors,” is adding insult to injury. 
One almanac-maker advises to be “up and 
down” with all sueh; that is, if they will not 
return things at the proper time, and without 
material injury, to give them a downright re- 
fusal the next time they apply. Others have 
thought it woul! be best to make them prom- 
ise that they will never return the article bor- 
rowed, thinking it might prevent their troub- 
ling again. ‘This is doubtful—persons so 
destitute of shame are not so easily let off; 
they will scareely take a “hint,” even with 
the aid of a “kick.” ‘To conclude, we would 
say of their good-neighborship, in the lan- 
guage of a certnin religious book, from it 
**Good Lord deliver us!” By publishing this 
in the Farmer, you will oblige, at least, some 
of your readers; and should we see some 
thing on the same subject from the “pen edi- 
torial,” we shall be still further gratified. 
KeENNEBEC, 
Note. We sympathise with our corres- 
pondent in his troubles, having long been a 
martyr in the same eause. It is pleasant to 
necommodate a neighbor who may actually 
need the use of a tool or implement that he 
has not on hand. But itis a trial of patience, 
which the Devil didn’t propose that Job 
should undergo, to be compelled to run after 
it, when you need it, and then find it often- 
times unfit for use. We do not wonder that 
our correspondent, who has undoubtedly been 
a severe sufferer, should use strong language 
while speaking of such neighborly abuses. 


/Solomon says that the “wicked borrow and 


return not,’’ and in this respect wickedness 
has increased in the land. These fellows 
have reversed the old proverb which saith 
that the ‘‘borrower is a slave to the lender.” 
They in fact make the lender a most abject 
slave to the borrower. If any man on earth 
ought to be well equipped with tools, it is the 
farmer; for he cannot afford to delve with 
poor miserable implements, or spend his time 
and strength in frotling over the neighbor- 
hood to borrow them, [Ed. 





To the Trustees of Kennebec Co. Ag. Society. 

The Committee on Poultry have a full ap- 
preciation of the honors conferred upon them 
by the Kennebec Agricultural Society, in con- 
fiding to their charge and inspection the only 
bipeds—as individuals it is hoped the fact is 
otherwise—over which, in their corporate ca- 
pacity, they claim to exercise any control. 
As in the discharge of their high trusts, a 
knowledge of anatomy, gastronomy, ovarion- 
omy, and other kindred sciences, was deemed 
indispensable, some doubts arose, from the 
wan and meagre looks of some of the Com- 
mittee, whether they could of had, of late, 
much practice in some of these sciences, es- 
pecially gastronomy, and therefore whether 
they were suitably qualified to act upon the 
Committee; but on full investigation of the 
matter it was found that these looks were en- 
tirely deceptive, and that it was over rather 
than under-aclion that caused them. All pre- 
liminary questions being thus disposed of, and 
a Paine,* whose absence is harder to bear 
than his presence, appearing, the Committee 
proceeded to look into the papers handed 
thern by the Secretary, in order to ascertain 
who among the hundreds that should be com- 
petitors, had filed their application for premi- 
ums. And shall it be told that only one indi- 
vidual had so done—but such are the tidings 
your Committee bring to you! 

Col. James L. Child presented about thirty 
superior Fowls, embracing many varieties of 
pure blood, and numerous crosses made by 
him with a view to test the comparative val- 
ue for the spit and as layers, and to him 
might well be awarded the bighest premium 
for the ‘best lot of barn yard Fowls not less 
than one dozen,” and also the highest premi- 
um for the “greatest variety of Fowls from 
any farm,” but as there was n0 competitor, 
and he expressed satisfaction with the deci- 
sion, the Conmittee unavimously concluded 
to award to him the second premium “for the 
best lot of barn yard Fowls, &c.,” and also 
the second premium “for the greatest variety 
of Fowls, &c.” No person, for several years 
past, has done more to awaken a proper in- 
terest in the cause of Poultry raising, in the 
State, and probably few have so large a num- 
ber of this valuable biped, &c., in so great a 
variety of crosses, on hand atthistime. The 
demand for Eggs for ihe Boston market is al- 
ready very great, as the hundreds of dozens 
carried up by our steamers every trip they 
make, abundantly prove, and a market at re- 
munerating prices for ten times the number, 
could now be found. The demand for Pou!- 
ty wf every variety equally great. Any 


Ey 








| annually hy the exportation of Fggs and 
| Poultry. It is said, by those that have made 
\the experiment, that a rooster and twelve 
‘hens will yield more actual profit than a com- 
[mon cow, and that fourteen bushels of corn, 
‘or its equivalent in boiled potatoes, soaked 
joats, or other food suited to their habits and 
}tastes, is an ample amount of food for their 
support for the year. Several persons have 
‘desired from the Committee a detailed state- 
ment of the best and most economical mode 
jof managing Poultry, but time would not per- 
|mit this, and the subject has been fully and 
jably discussed by Mr. Bement in his excellent 
work on the subject, which may be purchased 
jat small expense, and should be in the hands 
‘of every Poultry raiser in the country. 

| The Committee saw also upon the Show 
i ground a cage filled with African Geese, be- 
‘longing to a gentleman from Gardiner, (name 
| forgotten.) They were not entered for pre- 
'mium, but had the appearance of possessing 
| properties worthy the attention of farmers 
|who raise Geese for market. The Commit- 
|tee cannot close their report, without implor- 
|ing the raisers of Poultry, to come next year 
‘with specimens, and statistics in relation to 
ithe subject, that shall give it an interest and 
an importance it bas never yet had. 

Francis Fucrer, per order. 


| 
| : 
Statement of Mr. Child 
| 1 offer a lot of Poultry, exceeding twelve in 
jall, for premium. ‘There 1s—1—a cross of 
ithe Booby and Brazil, rooster, 2—a pure 
| blood Spanish rooster. $—White ‘Top-knot 
jor Poland rooster. 
| I—a cross of Spanish, Booby, Dorking and 
| Belcher, hens. 2—cross of Spanish, Win- 
jgate and Poland, hens, 3—cross of Poland, 
Dorking and China, hens. 4—pure blood 
| White Polands, hens, 5—a few of my early 
Chickens, 

I have several other crosses, but from ex- 
perience find the above to give the most and 
the largest eggs. 


| I feed on boiled potatoes, with occasional 
jadmixture of meal, and casting to them, for 
the sake of change, a few handfuls of corn 
jonce or twice a week, I three 
roosters and nineteen hens, and got about ten 
‘eggs a day, excepting during the period of 
\moulting, and a short period toward the lat- 


| 
ter part of January. 


wintered 


I supply lime, ashes, 
fine sand and gravel, old plaster, and animal 
food, all but the last constantly, and the last 
once or more each week. I have on hans, in 
addition to my last year’s stock, eighty or 
ninety well grown chickens, some of which 
are present, and I have picked the bones of 
about a dozen, much to my satisfaction, I 
‘regard this Poultry raising more profitable 
| than the raising of stock. 
James L. Cnivp, 

Augusta, Oct, 11, 1847. 


Sat ror Fruit reees. The following | 
fact, illustrative of the value of common salt 
as a manure for fruit trees, is given by a wri- 
ter in the Gardener’s (London) Chronicle: 

“I have a large, handsome Bigazzean cher- 
ry tree, which blossomed and fruited, then | 
drooped. [ cut from the turf a triangular | 
six inch trench round it, six feet from the) 
trunk, half filled it with salt, and replaced | 
the turf. I have had noble crops ever since, | 
but the tree makes very littl new wood.” 
The same result attended an experiment | 
which was recently made by us ona plum | 


tree that had immature fruit for years. Ww. | 
. | 


Tue Krovey vs. tHe Fierv Bean. Re- 
cent experiments have served to demonstrate | 
the fact that, on strong soils, the Kidney bean | 
is equally wholesome, and much more pro- 
lific than the field bean. Of legumin, albu- | 
men, &c., it contains 23.6 per cent, while the 
latter contains only 11.7; consequently, they | 
are much more nutritious, and require a far | 


to them. 


aud proper cultivation, a remarkably sure 
crop. w. 





progressing in this country. It was stated 


Perhaps the day is not remote when our farm- 
ers generally will be silk growers. The soil 
and climate of New England is well adapted 
to the prosecution of this important branch 
of industry, and certainly there is nothing 


successful, We hope to see itextend. w. 





a wedilies Plonghman } 
THE OLD FARM RAKE. 


T love it; T love it; and who'll undertake 

To chide me for loving my Old Farm Rake? 

I have treasured it long, as an heir loom to me, 

And e’er kept it safe, lest it injured might be. 

I prize it above every thing of its kind, 

So precious the implement is to my mind. 

Do you ask whv itis? This answer I make, 

°T was my grandfather's own; yes, this Old Farm Rake! 


How often I’ve seen him rolling the hay, 

With his wrinkled brow, and his Jocks all gray! 
And T almost worship'’d him when he smiled, 

And, patting my cheek, blessed his little grandchild. 
But years rolled on and his fire went out, 

His energies fail'd, and he scarce went about. 

Yet, of from his reveries would he awake, 

And tell of his prowess with the Old Farm Rake! 


Choice, favorite tool, thou hast seen much repair, 
As others are wont, for their wear and their tear. 
Full many a bead, aye, state and how, 

Thouw hast had, ail new, as the truth would show. 
But then, what of that? there, sure, cannot be, 
A possible doubt of thy identity. 

Thon art still the same, my horse I'll stake, 

My good, good grandfather's Old Farm Rake! 
’Tis past! tis past! and his days are done; 

We all have seen his setting san! 

Row often down in yonder field, 

This implement I have seen him wield! 

Ab! call me a dunce, or what you will, 

Yet I'm “of the same opinion still,” 

And I love it still for greudfather's sake; 

I venerate ever the Old Farm Rake. 


Cais-nitinc. Horses sometimes contract 


-. 





ever hard substance they can lay hold of. 
the animal, in consequence, as is commonly 
says the 





We have ever consilered the kid- | 
ney bean a profitable, and, witha good soil | 


Strx cutrure. There can be no reason | man. 
to doubt that the cultivation of silk is rapidly | fairly in his comments upon the opinions of 


some years since that raw silk was produced | 


wanting on the score of ingenuity to make it 


the habit of biting their mangers, or what- 


a  —— 
He says, also, that this is one of those tricks 
which are very contagious and difficult to 
cure. The habit is so inveterate that when 
horses addicted to it have been turned to pas- 
ture for the purpose of curing it, they bave 
heen known, according to Mr, Youatt, to gal- 
lop across a field for the mere purpose of 
having a gripe atarail. Mr. Y. suggests 
that a strap buckled tightly round the neck, 
by compressing the wind-pipe, will prevent 
the horse from “cribbing.” 


Wells Lathrop, Esq., of South Hadley, 
Mass., has a very valuable horse which has 
had this habit for sometime; but by the use 
of a small strap, fastened round the neck just 
so tight as to bear on the wind-pipe, he is 
effectually prevented from biting, and the 
horse is not in the least injured. 


[Albany Cultivator. 


LIME MANIA, 


It will be recollected that the Fulitor of the 
Massachusetts Ploughman controverted an 
opinion of a correspondent on the subject of 
The following we copy from the 
October number of the Farmer's Monthly 
Visitor. Its able Editor, Gov. mill, is satis- 
fied, from actual experiment, that itis bene- 
ficial on his farm, [Ed, M, F. 

In the course of the last ten years of read- 
ing, particularly on matters appertaining to 
agriculture, we have seen and admired much 
that has come from the pen of Mr. Buckmin- 
ster, of Framingham, in the several papers to 


lime, 


which,he has contributed: he is strong and 
sturdy as a tiller of the soil as he is plain often 
in matter of fact. 
the discussion ofa popular topic, having much 
more intluence, especially when their side of 
an argument favors the inclination of popular 
prejudice, by repeated bold assertion, by ‘“de- 
nying all things and insisting upon proof,” 
than the most able reasoner who is ready to 
measure with accuracy and consider the 
weight of his opponent’s argument, 

Mr. Buckminster begins (for the title of his 
article is his own,) with the argumentum ad 


Sometimes we find men in 


hominem, in which for ten years he hus treat- 
ed the application of lime as a manure with 
the appellation of “Lime Mania,” as though 
this was one of the humbugs of the day which 
have resulted in teaching the people a lesson 
at an expense altogether out of proportion to 
its value. If our recollection does not fail us, 
Mr. Buckminster commenced his hostility to 
lime not simply by the doctrine that it was 
altogether useless as a manure, but that it was 
actually deleterious. For a man of bis strong 
prejudices te now comes down a great way 
when he admits that in some soils lime may 
be useful as some other ingredients which in 
common parlance are considered of little or 


|no value, especially when their proportion is 


greater than other materials necessary to make 
a fruitful soil. There is a good deal of fox— 
the old fox, too—in throwing sand into the 
face of this argument onlime, It is practical- 
ly found that the land where sand is most 
prevalent is soonest divested of its strength; 
hence practical farmers, who regard only ap- 
pearances as the indications of soil, dread a 
redundancy of sand, The mass of mankind 
do not at once appreciate the fact that a great- 
er quantity of what is taken to be the most 
worthless ingredient of the soil is always 
present in the most productive soil. Water 
is so plenty in all our country as to bear no 
high price except in time of drought, und a 
superabundance of water is often inconvenient 
and even destructive; sand is felt asthe great- 
er curse to a dry soil in the absence of water. 
Yet water and sand are more material than 
every thing else in the economy which repro- 
duces the vegetable clothing of earth's sur- 
face. How very unfair, then, to compare 
lime, a more costly ingredient, as a less 
valuable material, than sand in the com- 


‘less quantity of meat to give body and flavor | position necessary for a better production of 


| the soil! 

We have no wish for controversy on agri- 
|eultural topics: least of all would it be our 
‘desire in the Visitor to engage ina dispute 
| with the veteran of the Massachusetts Plough- 
Had he presented the subject of lime 


the Genesee Farmer, we would not now take 
| up the subject. We publish the opinions of 


in Connecticut at a cost of $1,50 per pound. | both for the sake of the information which 


| they impart, anxious that the truth of fair ex- 
| periment should be the guide in this matter. 
The Genesee Farmer or the Farmer's 

Visitor need either “‘attempt to prove that 
\lime has been more generally applied and 
with more success than the excrements of 
horned cattle, horses, sheep and hogs.”— 
These and other common manures all will 
admit to be most immediately active and use- 
ful; without the vegetable manures or the in- 
fluence of vegetation upon the soil, no im- 
provement may be anticipated. Neither lime 
nor any other mineral manure can «at once 
supply their place—the one cannot be a sub- 
stitute for the other; and it is hardly fair 
reasoning to condemn the one, because it does 
not answer all the ready purposes of the 
other. 

Mr. Buckminster will not attempt to gain- 
say the fact that thousands of farmers in 
Jersey, Pennsylvania, Delaware, Maryland 
and Virginia have came to the extensive use 
of lime, and that they believe that this to 
them has been a greater renovator of the soil 
than all other manures which have been there 
applied, Jn some parts plaster, which is the 
sulphate of lime, is found the most potent of 
the two. The best farmers who in the mid- 
dle States freely use lime are fund of all the 
‘execrements” named as well as the “putrid 
flesh of land animals or fish” when they can 
get them, beeause they greatly aid the lime 
and other mineral manures, But Mr. Buck- 
minster must yield a long step in bis prejudice 
against the use of lime asa manure, if he 
could see how much lime bas done wwards 
maksng land fruitful which was before oo pre- 
ductive: and this, too, where it bas not been 
possible to procure the animal and vegetable 


The habit results in considerable injury to | manures to be applied ne Apes? 4a te New 


one in the interior; it costs 


: sucking or dra in air. | England, especially 
pes Sethe n= ther te Seal here, even with the lessened price of transport 





riously more subject to colic than other horses. | since railroad communication has been open- 





If we use it here, 
we must use it as choice brandy or wines are 
used, by way of medicine, The editor of the 
Visitor has been in the habit of using ‘Thomas- 
ton lime by way of medicine upon his manure 
heaps more or less for ten years; he believes 
he has gained some valuable information from 
the experiments thus far; he thinks he is 
wiser than he was when he began. The first 
few casks applied directly to the excremental 
manure ofthe stables disproved one of the 


or Pennsylvania farms, 


positions which we understand Mr. Buck- 
minster to take, that lime fails to hasten the 
decomposition of other materials—we found 
that lime was a little too hasty in action when 
applied to the animal and vegetable manures 
rich in ammonia. We corrected our course 
in this respect by applying lime in its caustic 
state directly to the materials taken from a 
wet and acid muck bed; and we believe we 
have at length discovered the fact that as 
}many as three parts of our muck, tempered 
| and mollified by the operction of one tenth of 
its volume of quick lime kept in contact from 
jearly fall through the winter to the next 
spring, mixed with one part of the common 


| 


| manure of stables, will make the whole mass 


|a better manure than the one-fourth of stable 
|manure alone, We have been brought to 
| believe that lime as a decomposer of other in- 
gredients in the compost bed is worth the 
value of its cost even at higher prices. It 
may not add to the inherent value of the muck 
lor other material on which it operates—it de- 
| composes and therefore fits them for more 
}ready and effective use. 

Speaking of the value of common muck or 
peat mud taken from the bog: many farmers 
believe it to be of liule or no use applied to 
any land—some are ready to give the opinion 

that it poisons the growth af vegetables, ‘The 
}same opinion is formed of plaster and lime in 
some cases. The reason of this comes from 
the almost universal habit of applying the 
‘manures exclusively for the crop first to be 
taken off: the remote effects are not regarded, 
and from this results the too general disregard 
‘of the value of mineral manures. W here 
clear black muck was spread over a ploughed 
field eight years previous, we could distinctly 
trace the growth of a full double crop of clover 
feed in a pasture where each pile of the muck 
was laid down to be spread, This experience 
convineed us that there was senreely less in- 
trinsic value in the muck bed than in the 
stable manure. In some kinds of soil lime 
and plaster seems to have little or no effect 
on its first applieation—perhaps ina tenacious, 
clayey, damp field neither will visibly operate 
in a series of years. We have almost become 
converts to the doctrine that in all soils they 
are of some value: quite sure are we of the 
fact that lime is always useful, acting with 
| stimulating animal and vegetable manures, 
on those soils where potatoes, Indian corn, or 
the cereal grains may be produced, 

To the most scientific, inasmuch as all soils 

differ, and even the same field is differently 
| charged with the mineral material giving the 
| greatest present production, there can be no 
absolute rule as to what will and what will 
| not be most usefully applied. The experience 
of every man on his own premises must be 
‘the best teacher. No man who cannot afford 
it should risk much for any untried experi- 
|ment. If any man sball learn one thing cer- 
‘tain, his experience, if he be intelligent and 
|ready to communicate, may come in aid of 
| hundreds of others. We believe that we have 
| discovered, for the benefit of our New Eng- 
‘land soil, in a different and seantier use than 
‘that of the farmers of Jersey and Delaware, 
‘a double value in common quick lime either 
air or water slacked when applied first to the 
coinpost heap from one-tenth to one-twentieth 
of its volume. 
| The generous use of compost manure, of 
| which lime is one ingredient, we are free to 
| say, on all soil producing corn, rye, oats, &e., 
| will impart a strength and stamina to the stalk 
lofthe growing grain which will secure it 
against rust and blight that is quite common 
in land highly charged with the stimulating 
‘manures of excrements of cattle and horses. 
Where lime or potash abounds in any field, 
| it can be of little present use to apply them: 
|where both ingredients have been extracted 
‘or have always been deficient, we cannot 
‘doubt either may be well applied. The roots 
of all trees and other vegetation, according to 
our theory, are always operating a change in 
the soil where they grow—converting the 
mineral qualities, whether rocks, gravel or 
‘sand, into their particular use, leaving the 
| qualities for which one crop 's not wanted in 
\ the state which wil! best apply to another and 
te different crop. ‘This principle affords us 
| the insight into the value of a constant change 
‘and rotation of crops. ‘The land, long super- 
“ficially cultivated, divested of all the minerals 
| producing crops, may seem to be worn out. 
Nature alone, without artificial aid, may 
sooner or later resuscitate the most barren 
‘soils, ‘The naked sand banks of the — 
| result rather from the operation of the win 
and atmosphere, keeping it io perpetual mo- 
‘tion, than from the want of avy inherent 
‘quality of the soil to produce. Where the 
| action of the winds can be stayed, it bas been 





found that the sand barrens of Cape Cod 
which have remained such for hundreds of 
centurics, may be converted into fruitful fields 
with probably less than ten per cent. addition 
ot clay or other alumina. tied 

Our theory in relation to the application of 
lime, tested by an experience which we are 
ready to verify, would be that as the medicine 
of manures it may be well applied to the 
usually cultivated soils of New Efigiand 
where limestone is not an original ingredient, 
to good advantage. ‘To our use, it has been 
the great agent preserving our potato fie kts 
from blight and rot, expelling noxious weeds, 
and especially sorrel, filling out our oats to 
the greatest production, and even adding to 
each acre bushels of corn in seasons which 
have passed after it was jad on. Our faith 
fully in the theory of the Genesee Farmer 
has not been shaken by either the ee 
thrown over it, the facts or the reasoning 
the veteran farmer and editor of Framingham. 
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